New Regional Coordinator — Marian LaBeck

First of all | would like to thank Julie Arnold f@loing a tremendous jok
the past two years as our Regional Coordinatam kexcited to be your
Regional Coordinator for the next two years. Adibackground on me; | anja
librarian at the Redmond branch of the King Counbrary System and ofte
have the great privilege through the normal coofsay work to recommend
our favorite author’s books to eager readerstuly tis very satisfying to
encourage young readers to read Jane Austen!

My interests are varied. Besides reading Janeeftusienjoy travel,
working out at the gym, yoga, music and afternaantb name a few.

We have much to look forward to in the coming yéagnes and Mary
have planned a fabulous program of events. MasteggClassic will broadcas
a new production dEmma Finally, the JASNA AGM in Portland, Oregon
provides a unigue and convenient opportunity fonynaf us to attend a local
AGM. Not to mention the added attraction of a Hakken costumed ball,

which adds to the appeal.

| look forward to seeing you (or meeting you if hvave not met) at an
upcoming meeting. As Jane Austen said “My ideaaafcgcompany is the
company of clever, well-informed people who haygeat deal of
conversation; that is what | call good companyldvelDaneites you are
definitely “good company.”



Jane Austen Society of Puget Sound
2010 Program Schedule
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February 14"
Program: Ratting: A Regency Necessity and Sport (Jack {ane
Location: Redmond Library
Food Hosts: Catherine Crossman & Maureen Kremers
Tea Hosts: Julie Arnold & Kimberly Brangwin

April 11"
Program: Emma at the Movies
Location: Home of Carolee Jones
Food Hosts: Carolyn Kine & Gail Purcell
Tea Hosts: Jean Tackitt & Catherine Crossman

June 13"
Program: Evangelicalism in Jane Austen (Janet Worley)

Location: Marian LaBeck
Food Hosts: Judy Delaittre & Jenny Shaphren
Tea Hosts: Nichelle Hilton

August 8"
Program: Jane Austen’s Manuscript Music (Elaine Weeks willazne Kern)
Location:
Food Hosts: Charlene Kern & Debby Johnson
Tea Hosts: Maureen Kremers

October 10"
Program: Catherine Morley — Nutrition During Jane Austehime
Location:
Food Hosts: Agnes Gawne & Mary Laney
Tea Hosts: Nichelle Hilton & Agnes & Mary

December 1%
Program: Annual Birthday Tea for Jane Austen and Holidayty
Location: Judith Fiedler at Aljoya Mercer Island
Food Hosts: Everyone
Tea Hosts:Maureen Kremers

Food Hosts: bring refreshments for 30-45 people; food caplrehased or made, as simple as you liffe.
Tea Hosts: black and herbal teas with pots, sugar, milkaerecups, napkins, and small plates.
Both food hosts and tea hosts need to help with tlobean up



Read a book that you would | to share with our members? Please
consider writing a quick review for the newslettef new featur:

that is completely subjective, and not at all safenwill be to rate
your book on a scale of3teacups

Jane Bites Back
by Michael Thomas Fol

As the title and cover art would suggeJane Bites Bacls not a book for th
Austen purist.It was, however, the perfect book for me to readrdinishing
depressing book on the Irag v | would recommendane BiteBackto
anyone wanting a fun read this Winter on a darkstodny Puget Sour
weekend.The book operates on two levels; at one levekittgpical modert
novel about a single woman with dating problemspakstore
owner/struggling writer trying to gpublished, and the pitfalls of mode
celebrity. Add to this standard mix the current hot trend afwpires and yo
have the basic framework of the st It is the second level, or layer, tt
appealed to meSimilar to the novels of Jasper Fforde, real humor irJane
Bites Backis dependent on the reader knowing Austen, the igera ant
the other literary figures of Austen’s d You'll also appreciate the vampi
jokes if you have a basic knowledge of the curvambpire culture ala Buffy
Chataine Harris or Anne Rice; but you don’t have tocherent on all 4 billior
episodes of “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” in orderappreciate the stol
Personally, | was glad that the vampire aspectsebook were downplaye
and the book is not violertt)oody or even worthy of an R ratii Essentially,
the characters are well drawn and the humor keepswning the pages ev
when the plot is a bit silly or predictat So, hey, it isn’lane Eyre but if you
want to laugh and appreciate good jokt the expense of the Bronte sist¢
this is a book for you.

- Reviewed by Jeanne Tackitt




I'm sure members of JASPS have already heard efGlllernsey Literar
and Potato Peel Pie Society' by Mary Ann Shaffer Aannie Barrows; and,
some may have read it but, just in case, | tholidighare. In my opinion, this
book is too good to pass up; | couldn't put it down

For those who haven't heard of the book, itt®eysabout post-war
England, the experiences of the protagonist (aewriind the 5-year Germa
occupation of the Channel Islands. The story it@vrin letter style, back ani
forth notes and letters between the protagonistchadacters in Guernsey.
The letters tell the stories of a small groupebple who belonged to Tlje
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Societyis Humorous though it does
have its dark moments (in the letters describingexgeriences).

Lastly, Jane, P&P, along with Mr. Darcy and Biieth are mentioned
sporadically, beginning on page 198; yes, one®fGhernsey characters hag
the good taste to read P&P. :)

- Reviewed by Lil Lovelace

Lady Vernon and Her Daughter
A Novel of Jane Austen’d.ady Susan

By Jane Rubino & Caitlen Rubino-Bradway

| have a confession to make: as much as | adoneg&hAusten”, | have
remained skeptical of Austen-inspired continuatj@uaptations and parodie
(especially those with a supernatural flava@juelessBridget Jones’ Diary
and the Bollywoodride & Prejudiceexcepted, I've chosen to keep my
distance.



| surprised myself by reading and greatly enjoyangcent book inspired by
one of Austen’s less-known worlksady Susan When | first read.ady Susan
several years ago, | simply lovedr character. Not as a heroine, mind you
but as the sort of bad character one loves to hath; Susan Vernon, as
Austen created her, is a shamelessly manipulataature determined to forc
her cowering daughter into a marriage she doesaritwshe uses her physic:
attractiveness to beguile and bewitch men accoridiringer will and solicits the
attentions of a married man with no regard fontife or family. She is
deliciously ruthless and unrepentant and is exdhk#ykind of female “good
girls” are raised not to become. The 2009 bba#ly Vernon and Her
Daughterrequires a willingness to reconsider her character

The inside jacket dfady Vernon and Her Daughtéglls us that Austen’s
original work has been transformed into “a vividiarchly developed novel o
love lost and found...” And transformed it is. Tlbedy Susan Vernon so
clearly painted as a beautiful, scheming, selfisgrwidow inLady Susaris
much more sympathetically portrayeduady Vernon and her Daughtet
began to fear that | had grossly mis-remembered&tere and temperament
the point that | felt compelled to re-read Austentwk! | found her to be just
as | remembered. The authors take other libertitssome of the essential
elements of Austen’s story, but | found the differes to be cleverly done an
easily forgiven because they serve the re-told/steil.

Lady Susanas many know, was an epistolary novel writtethi84. Brief and
limited to letters exchanged after the death ofyL8dsan Vernon’s husband,
leaves a reader wanting additional information background about the
characters. Mother/daughter team Rubino and RuBnadway have skillfully
filled in the blanks for us giving the reader akad the relationship between
Lord and Lady Vernon as well as Lord Vernon andyesnger brother. We
also come to understand how Lord Vernon passed,dveay Lady Susan
Vernon reacted and why, how those of her acquatetgerceived her to be a
manipulative flirt with little regard for her dauggn, and so on.

The authors make sure the reader is on comfortablend by including some
of the letters from Austenlsady Susarmnd such familiar elements as
shameless gossips, mothers maneuvering to marthi@ffdaughters, an




imprudent elopement, and a character from anothisteh novel. (I won’t
spoil it for you by telling you which one.)

All'in all it's a very satisfying read and one | uld definitely recommend. Th{
authors do an admirable job of capturing Austetykef writing—not an eas
thing to do successfully.

And for those of us who have longed to kady Susamdapted for the large
small screen as | have, | understand that it isgpdeveloped for the BBC.
Let’s hope they do it justice.

-Reviewed by Charlene Kern

The Counterfeit Guest
By Rose Melikan

The counterfeit guest (Touchstone, 2009), is tlcersaé volume in the Regeng
mystery series by Rose Melikan and its protagoMsiry Finch, is just as
engaging as ever. Set in 1797, our Heroine, ormeEnailess orphan, is now &
landed heiress. The father of her friend, Susamahtage, dies suddenly ani
Susannah agrees to a hasty marriage with a weadthgb, Colonel Crosby-
Nash. Suspicions are aroused and once again, Baitymged into an
Adventure as she ferrets out French spies whooaneriting mutiny among thje
troops, imperiling her very life. Fortunately thasthing Captain Holland com
galloping to the rescue (and did we mention the &igper?) As in the first
volume, the author uses Northanger Abbey as amgidiht, both in humor
and characterization. | spent a delightful timewiary and her friends and
look forward to the third volume in this trilogy.idthly recommended.
Reviewed by Elaine Weeks
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Jane Austen Announcements and Jane Sightings

We have set up a mailing list for chapter annouresgm This is a low-
volume (typically less than one email per week)thait will be used to send
out official announcements from the chapter, sichl@nges in time or venuf
for meetings, or to notify members of an interegtiocal event at short notice
You can manage your subscription (subscribe, umsildesor change, or add
an email address) by visiting this web page:
http://www.austenps.com/mailing_list.htmi

If you have any information that you feel shouldayd as an official
announcement, please forward itdtebmaster@austenps.coRor Jane
sightings, etc., please forward to our RC, MariaBéck.

-by James Petts, Webmaster




AGM Update
2010 Annual General Meeting, October 29-31, Portlady Oregon
“Jane Austen and the Abbey: Mystery, Mayhem andiMusPortland”
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For more detailed descriptions of these and othast go to the Portland
AGM website athttp://jasna.org/agms/portland/tours.html

- by Marian LaBeck, RC




Membership Renewals
Please remember that it is time to renew your meshige in the Puget

Sound region. Renewing in JASNA does not autorallyicenew your
membership in the region. Catherine Crossman ismger the membership
chair but has turned over the duty to Jim Naglgolf have already sent you
renewal form and check (for $12.00 — a bargainG&bherine, have no fear,
the info and money will get to the right placeydiu have not yet sent it in,
please send it to Jim Nagle P.O. Box 10579, Badlgjarisland WA 98110.

- by Jim Nagel, Membership Chair

Jane’s 23Birthday!
Our December meeting celebrated Jane’s birthe
As we raised our sherry glasses, Judith Fiedler
gave a toast to Jane Austen. We elected severa
new officers, held our annual raffle, and enjoyed
the Christmas decorations in Kimberly Brangwin’s
lovely home.

2009 Jane Austen Birthday Toast
Jane was an indomitable diner-out — her letters giidence of her pleasure at th
table with family and friends. And in the traditiof the time, every dinner included togj;
— to those present and absent, to events anduirstis local and distant. The character
she created undoubtedly shared the custom. Whezan

William Price genially raising his glass to
“The wind that blows,

The ship that goes,

And the lass that loves a sailor.”

General Tilney’s military sentiments are more loeldie, as he offers
“To the enemies of our country — May they have celbWwreeches, a porcupine saddle,
hard trotting horse, and an eternal journey.”

Mr. Weston is inclusive, as he pledges —
“And fill them high with generous juice,
As generous as your mind,

And pledge me in the generous toast,
The whole of human kind.”




Capt. Wentworth expresses his feelings more deligat
“To the old, long life and treasure,

To the young, all life and pleasure,

To the fair, their face, with eternal grace,

And the rest, to be loved at leisure.”

Mr. Wickham shows his ture nature, toasting —
“Some delight in fighting fields,

Nobler transports Bacchus yields,

‘Fill the bow!!" | ever said,

“Tis better to lie drunk than dead.”

Sir John Middleton exemplifies the hearty squirerd8ull in pledging —
“Good luck to the hoof and the horn,

Good luck to the flock and the fleece,

Good luck to the growers of corn,

With blessings of plenty and peace.”

As for us, | offer a new toast, to —
“A Discerning mind,
A caring heart,

Wit and wisdom combined,
The writer’s art.”

| give you, “JANE AUSTEN”
- by Judith Fielder, founding chapter member




- Photogles courtesy of Pamela Huteson

Our Next Meeting!
Ratting: A Regency Necessity
and Sport (Jack Laney)
February 1%, Redmond Library
2:00 — 4:30pm

"We had a famous set-to at
rat-hunting all the morning, in
my father’s great barnes. . .”
Persuasion

In Jane Austen’s time, just as today, rats spraaegade, consumed valualjle
foodstuffs, and destroyed property. Rat catching am essential, albeit lowfr
class, profession and the rat-catcher was a conmsigiit in both town ani
country. Jack “Rat Catcher” Laney will give us aebroverview of the sociz
history and process of ratting, and the transfaimnaof the necessity of rg|-

catching to the sport of ratting in the Regency. €fdere will be no live
animals at this presentation.)

- by Jack Laney



Jane Austen Society of
Puget Sound Officers

Regional CoordinatorMarian LaBeck
425-558-1519 mtlabeck@gmail.com

Membership Chairdim Nagel
206-842-3908 Nagel@OLES.com

Program Chairs Agnes Gawne & Mary Hafner-Laney
206-632-2288 gawne@mac.com
253-852-1760 jnmlaney@comecast.net

Treasurer Judith Fiedler
206-232-8360
fiedler@u.washington.edu

Librarian -Loveday Conquest
206- 325-7237
llconquest@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor Julie Arnold
425-556-9560
MsJArnold@yahoo.com
The newsletter contains photographs, pictures,tartlin color. If you would like
to receive it in fabulous Technicolor rather thadadk and white, please contact Jim Nafjel
(Membership Chair) to change your subscription frpostal mail to email.

Website “www.austenps.com

Webmaster — James Petts



