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A Note from the RC 
 
In the last few months we have been bombarded with news about the new theater and 
television movies inspired by the life and novels of Jane Austen. I look forward to the 
new interpretations with mixed feelings (will I love them or hate them?) but each will 
offer an opportunity to discuss Jane Austen with our friends and, perhaps, tell them 
about the wonderful local group devoted to her works. Wouldn't it be nice if we could 
each bring a new guest to our meetings as a result of the new "Austenmania"! 
  

World Book Day Poll 
 
March 1st is World Book Day and a poll was conducted to find the ten books readers 
can't live without. Harry Potter made the fourth spot on the list but look at who is number 
One! 
 
1) Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen 20% 
2) Lord of the Rings - JRR Tolkien 17% 
3) Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte 14% 
4) Harry Potter books - J K Rowling 12% 
5) To Kill A Mockingbird - Harper Lee 9.5% 
6) The Bible 9% 
7) Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte 8.5% 
8) 1984 - George Orwell 6% 
9) His Dark Materials - Philip Pullman 6% 
10) Great Expectations - Charles Dickens .55% 
 
--submitted by Jim Nagle 
 
(Note: Another poll conducted in 2006 to mark World Book Day that year found “Jane 
Austen's Pride and Prejudice was the nation's [Great Britain] favourite happy ending”—
BBC World News, March 2, 2006.) 
  

Announcement from the Portland Chapter: 
  
The JASNA Annual General Meeting contract has been signed and all is a go for an 
AGM in Portland October 28-31, 2010. 
 
Save the date! 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

  
 

 
NEXT MEETING: 

 
April 15, 2PM @ 
Carolee Jones 

12141 SE 21st St. Bellevue 
 425-747-7356���
See you there!! 

�
�
 
 

DIRECTIONS TO Carolee Jones Home:  
12141 SE 21st St, Bellevue: 

 
From I-90 go north on 405 (from 520 go south on 405).  
Once on 405 and heading towards Bellevue, take the SE 
8th exit off 405 and drive under the railroad trestle. Take 
the first right (121st) and follow the road to the top of the 
hill. After the stop sign at the top of the hill, take the first 
right (21st). Carolee's house is the second house on the 
left.  Carolee’s phone number is 425-747-7356. 
 

 
April Program: Trims and Tassels 
Tell Tantalizing Tales 
 
Those of us who have been to either the Seattle or 
Tucson AGM’s have seen the variety of antique trims 
and other delectables that Margaret Phillips has for sale. 
On April 15, she will share some of her knowledge as 
well as many examples of antique ribbon work and trims. 
Examples to be shown will include purses, hats, and 
other embellishments. Her collection ranges from the 
1800’s through the 1900’s, with an emphasis on the 
1920’s. Margaret intends to have a show and tell format 
with the goal of sharing possibilities for trims for 
members’ costumes. If there is interest, Margaret would 
be willing to return to the Seattle area to give classes in 
the future. Come on April 15 and be prepared to be 
inspired to create your own stunning costumes! 

 
Jane Sighting  
 
Lil Lovelace, regional member, recently attended the 
Whidbey Island Writers Assoc. conference. During the 
conference, one of the speakers said that anything 
"Jane Austen" sells. 

 
 

At the Vancouver Museum 
 
For those who are planning on going to the AGM in 
Vancouver, I have found this interesting exhibit to 
attend, which will be at the Vancouver Museum -- 
  
"Women's Fashion of La Belle Époque: 1890-1914” 
September 13, 2007-March 23, 2008 
 
“La Belle Époque is the term used to describe those 
years of comfortable well-being experienced by France 
and the rest of the Western World from the late 
nineteenth century to the beginning of World War 1 in 
1914. 
  
For truly fashionable women, La Belle Époque called for 
lavish display achieved with poise and elegance.  
Silhouettes changed many times throughout the period, 
and novelties in fashion came and went in quick 
succession.  Sometimes ostentation overshadowed 
elegance.  The garments and accessories astound with 
vibrant colours, rich fabrics, fringes, beadwork, and fur." 
  
The exhibit opens mid September so will be on when we 
are there.  There should be many dressed mannequins 
on display.  The museum is not within walking distance 
of the hotel so we will have to carpool or work out some 
other method of going. 
 
If you are interested, tell me and we can arrange to go 
together.  Perhaps we'll be in our own Belle Époque 
display? 
 
www.vanmuseum.bc.ca 
1100 Chestnut St. 
604 736 4431 
 
--submitted by Kimberly Brangwin 
 
 
 

Jane Austen Books on Podcast 
 
The first four chapters of Mansfield Park and a "behind 
the scenes" podcast are now available for download and 
listening from the Classic FM website:  
www.classicfm.com. 
 
Downloading is quick and easy and instructions are 
available at the website.  These downloads are free.   
You also don't need an ipod or mp3 player to listen.  You 
can listen to the podcasts on your computer. 
 
 
--submitted by Marian LaBeck 
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Save the Date 
 
Our chapter will be honored on June 8, 2008, by a visit 
from Marsha Huff, the new national president of JASNA. 
She will be giving a talk to our chapter on "Viewing 
Austen Through Vermeer’s Camera Obscura." Currently, 
the program chairs are working to find a location that will 
enhance her presentation. Location suggestions (such 
as art galleries) are welcome and should be directed to 
the program chairs. More details will follow as they 
become available. 
 
 

 
 
Book reviews 
 
The Little Bookroom, a New York publisher, has issued 
2 very useful small format (5 1/2 by 7 1/4 in.) books for 
the Regency-inspired traveler: The titles are Jane 
Austen in Bath: Walking Tours of the Writer's City, by 
Katharine Reeve, and Walks through Napoleon & 
Josephine's Paris, by Diana Reed Haig. Each of these 
books features a series of chronological walks pointing 
out various sites relating to their subjects. Historic 
buildings, museums, shops and restaurants are listed 
and each book is profusely illustrated. I must admit I 
have found the Paris book more informative as the Bath 
book seemed to concentrate on Austen's life rather than 
the sites described. Still, each will inspire one to visit the 
featured city as soon as possible...purchase at your own 
risk! 
 
--submitted by Elaine Weeks 
 
 

Jane and the Barque of Frailty 
By Stephanie Barron 

This is the just published ninth volume in a series of 
books in which Jane Austen herself is the detective 
solving murders in Regency England.   Sequentially, the 
books in the series are:  Jane and the Unpleasantness 
at Scargrave Manor, Jane and the Man of the Cloth, 
Jane and the Wandering Eye, Jane and the Genius of 
the Place, Jane and the Stillroom Maid, Jane and the 
Prisoner of Wool House, Jane and the Ghosts of Netley, 
Jane and His Lordship’s Legacy, and now Jane and the 
Barque of Frailty.  (In case you are wondering: a barque 
of frailty was a term used during the Regency Period to 
refer to the courtesans who are “the muslin company” 
that influenced and scandalized the elite of the ton.)  I 

have now read all of the books in the series and I 
commend them.  I suggest that you read them in order.  
The later books often refer to events and characters 
from the earlier books.   

The books’ premise is that Jane Austen, being obviously 
very intelligent, and, equally important, a very observant 
student of human nature, would make an excellent 
detective.  The books, written by Jane in the first person, 
are supposedly based upon documents unearthed in the 
cellar of a Georgian manor on the outskirts of Baltimore 
where an American cousin had deposited and forgotten 
Jane’s private diaries. 

The books proceed chronologically in Jane’s life.   In this 
ninth book, Jane is 35 years old, long past her “bloom.”  
The time is spring, mostly April to May, 1811.  Jane is in 
London staying with her brother Henry and his wife, 
Eliza, while she reviews the galley proofs from Edgerton 
for her first published novel, Sense and Sensibility.  In 
weaving the story, Barron interlaces it with actual letters 
that Jane wrote and received from Cassandra and other 
developments in her life.  

The mystery deals with the death (is it suicide or 
murder?) of a Russian princess on the steps of a real life 
politician at the time, Lord Castlereagh.  The book, as 
did all the others in the series, is populated with a 
mixture of real life people such as Lord Castlereagh, 
George Canning, Lord Moira, Henry and Eliza Austen, 
plus others purely of the author’s imagination.  At the 
end of the approximately 300 page book, the author 
provides some insight into the lives of these real life 
characters and suggests references for further reading.   

The author does a fine job of recreating the Regency 
Period with incredible detail on the historical figures, the 
style of dress, currency, Naval customs, and pays 
particular attention throughout the series to the judicial 
system (what else would you expect in murder 
mysteries) involving magistrate’s courts, Bow Street 
runners and coroners.  While London is the setting for 
this novel to correspond with that two month period in 
Jane’s life, the book bounces between scenes at such 
places as Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, Sloane Street, 
Portman Square and others.   Other books correspond 
to the specific periods in Jane’s life at Portsmouth, 
Chawton and elsewhere. 

Such detailed accuracy does not come except through 
diligent and focused study. At the author’s website, 
www.stephaniebarron.com, in the section “Further 
Reading”  her selected bibliography attests to her 
research. The bibliography is separated into such 
categories as 1) Jane herself, 2) Jane’s world, including 
the 1991 book, The Language of Jane Austen by Myra 
Stokes, 3) Domestic Life:  Houses, Furniture, Gardens, 
4) Dress, 5) The Napoleonic Wars, 6) Social Mores, 
Social Problems, and 7) People and Places, including 
biographies of Beau Brummell and Harriett Wilson’s 
Memoirs, which was a kiss-and-tell by the most 
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celebrated courtesan of the Regency and  who is a 
character in this book . 

The books are basically whodunits, but for me, and I 
suspect most Janeites, solving the mystery is 
secondary.  The real delight comes from reading the 
obviously great attention to detail that the author, 
Stephanie Barron, has exercised in recreating the 
Regency Period and what was going on in Jane’s life at 
the time.  The author is a dedicated Janeite and her love 
for and constant re-reading of Jane’s works is evident.  
The books are light and fun to read. 

�
Reviewed by James F. Nagle  
 

Jane Austen for Dummies 
By Joan Elizabeth Klingel Ray, PhD�
Published July 2006 by Wiley 

The author of this book, Joan Elizabeth Klingel Ray, is 
well known to us.  A former three-time president of 
JASNA, she received a PhD from Brown University in 
Eighteenth Century British Literature.  As a professor of 
English at the University of Colorado, she teaches three 
Austen-related courses.  There is no doubt that such an 
author possesses a wealth of information.  The issue is 
how readily and easily can it be communicated.  We all 
have read books by knowledgeable professors that are 
incomprehensible or unbelievably tedious to the layman. 

I have never read any of the “For Dummies” books, so I 
did not know what to expect.  I thought this might be a 
longer version of Cliffs Notes, Monarch Notes, or, my 
favorite, the old Classics Illustrated Comics that a 
desperate student, who had not read Pride and 
Prejudice, could grab for a quick way of learning its 
characters, locale and plot.  (I am dating myself.  Now a 
student would simply go to the video store, rent one of 
the many versions of Pride and Prejudice or simply 
Google it to get a detailed summary.)  So, I expected the 
book really to have six main chapters devoted to each of 
the completed novels, plus a chapter devoted to her 
unfinished work or her juvenilia and then perhaps a 
quick biography.  I was totally wrong. 

Kitty Bennett isn’t even mentioned, nor is Mr. Hirsch, nor 
Colonel Forster.  The only chapter that deals in any 
fashion with the individual six novels is Chapter 14, 
“Reading Jane Austen”, which is less than 18 pages, 
and is more a series of questions on how to discuss the 
various novels.  You could read this entire book and not 
get a very good idea of what the novels were about 
other than a rudimentary understanding that they 
included courtship.  This is not meant as a criticism – but 
to illustrate that Professor Ray’s volume is not meant as 
a substitute for Jane’s books. 

The book could just as easily be called “Jane Austen—
Her Life and Times.”  It combines a mini-biography and 

chronology of Jane’s life with works such as What Jane 
Austen Ate and Charles Dickens Knew, which describe 
life and times in 19th Century England, but with no 
lengthy discussions of the individual books.   

The one chapter “Quick Biography” is at the beginning 
and the chronology of her life at the end.  But the other 
nineteen chapters are totally different.  The book’s five 
parts are divided into twenty chapters.  Part One is 
“Getting to Know Jane Austen, Lady and Novelist;” Part 
Two is “Austen Observes Ladies and Gentlemen;” Part 
Three is “Living Live in Jane’s World;” Part Four is 
“Enjoying Austen and Her Influence Today;” and Part 
Five is the “Book of Lists.” 

This magnificent reference book guides the reader 
through the world around Jane.  Professor Ray devotes 
whole chapters to the dance, the dating game, women’s 
roles and rights at the time, which leads to a separate 
chapter on marriage and why that was so important.  
She also has sections regarding life at home, such as 
“Evening Entertainment,” “Manners,” “Religion and 
Morality.”  A book like this which explains how a country 
home would be laid out, what the levels of nobility and 
aristocracy were, and the proper etiquette of the day 
goes a long way to help you understand Jane’s novels.  
For example, I have never understood why Elizabeth 
was so upset when Mr. Collins planned to go to Mr. 
Darcy and introduce himself.  Mr. Collins’ actions seem 
perfectly normal today.  However, in the early 1800’s, a 
member of the lower class simply did not introduce 
himself to a member of the higher class, that was a 
major faux pas.  Jane had no need to explain that to her 
contemporary readers, but 21st Century Americans find 
such situations rather strange.  This book puts them into 
perspective. 

In the later sections of the book, Ray talks about Jane 
Austen novels for stage, screen and television and looks 
at Jane’s literary descendants, such as Henry James 
and Oscar Wilde.  Ray concludes with her lists of tens:  
ten most memorable Austen characters, the ten best 
related Austen books, the ten best Austen places to visit 
and the ten best Austenisms, i.e., quotations.  I 
especially liked the ten best Austen places to visit 
because she gives detailed directions on how to get 
there including trains, underground or best roads. 

What I found was that apparently the “For Dummies” 
portrays the method of writing, not the amount or quality 
of information conveyed.  This book contains a wealth of 
information but it is conveyed in a simple, conversational 
tone.  Professor Ray does not use a five-syllable word 
where a two-syllable word will do.  She interrupts or 
annotates her scholarly discourses with sidelines about 
modern life, Colin Firth or chick-lit.  More illustrations 
would have been helpful, even some maps.  For 
example, in the section on the various methods of 
transportation, detailed paragraphs explain the 
difference between a chaise, a curricle, a dig, a phaeton, 
and a barouche.  It was very helpful to have had the two 
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illustrated examples but more would have been 
appreciated.   

Despite such a minor quibble, the book is a worthwhile 
addition to the cottage industry of Jane-related volumes. 
 
Reviewed by James F. Nagle  

 

HOPELESSLY DEVOTED TO 
DARCY 

Ideal man of literature continues to steal 
women’s hearts  

Amy Wilson, MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS� 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — He is tall, brooding and loaded.  

If he ever really existed, he would be long dead. Yet the 
lingering shadow of his seldom-seen smile continues to 
stoke the romantic fantasies of generations of women 
worldwide.  

To this day, he remains an industry — in books, on 
television, in movies.  

Mr. Darcy, how we love you.  

Readers can’t get enough of the male hero from the 
Jane Austen novel Pride and Prejudice, as indicated by 
many recent books: The Confession of Fitzwilliam 
Darcy, Darcy and Elizabeth: Nights and Days at 
Pemberley, Darcy’s Diary, Lord Darcy, Mr. Darcy Takes 
a Wife and The True Darcy Spirit.  

The new three-novel Pamela Aidan series — An 
Assembly Such as This, Duty and Desire and These 
Three Remain — takes on Pride and Prejudice as told 
from the Mr. Darcy viewpoint.  

Then there’s a series of "Mr. & Mrs. Darcy Mysteries" — 
named, charmingly enough, North by Northanger, or the 
Shades of Pemberley; Suspense and Sensibility, or First 
Impression Revisited; and Pride and Prescience, or a 
Truth Universally Acknowledged.  

And for romantics who ache for even more, More Letters 
From Pemberley: 1814-1819 and The Man Who Loved 
Jane Austen tell of an American version of Mr. Darcy 
time-traveling back to Jane after his return to the future.  

For the adaptation-happy, there’s Helen Fielding’s frolic 
with Bridget Jones (and her Mr. Darcy) and Paula 
Marantz Cohen’s Jane Austen in Boca.  

There’s constant reference to Mr. Darcy in how-to 
books, such as Jane Austen for Dummies, Jane 

Austen’s Guide to Good Manners, Jane Austen’s Guide 
to Dating and The Jane Austen Cookbook.  

And, so you know that this is not about to end anytime 
soon, there’s The Jane Austen Handbook: A Sensible 
Yet Elegant Guide to Her World by Margaret C. Sullivan, 
which is already selling scads on Amazon.com — and it 
doesn’t come out until May.  

Hunger for Mr. Darcy has yet to be sated, even though 
Pride and Prejudice was published in 1813.  

• Reason No. 1: We are Elizabeth.  

We see ourselves as Pride and Prejudice’s 
unconventional beauty, endlessly interesting and sharp-
witted Elizabeth Bennet, a woman who knows herself 
and makes no compromise — even for security in a 
world where security is nothing less than everything.  

Cohen, the author of Jane Austen in Boca, says that part 
of Darcy’s appeal "is that he is drawn to Elizabeth’s 
impertinence, not put off by it. He has the confidence to 
like a woman with character."  

Aidan, author of a recent Darcy trilogy, says Darcy 
"doesn’t want to acquire Elizabeth by overpowering her; 
he wants to win her and do so by becoming the kind of 
man whom she admires, even if he should never see her 
again."  

• Reason No. 2: Colin Firth captured his essence.  

Firth, who played Mr. Darcy in the 1995 BBC miniseries 
of “Pride and Prejudice”, was, according to Aidan, "the 
first to portray the whole man in a real, dynamic manner 
that revealed it."  

The actor accepts his identification with the role.  

"I’m fully aware," Firth told a reporter for the English 
magazine “Now”, "that if I were to change professions 
tomorrow, become an astronaut and be the first man to 
land on Mars, the headlines in the newspapers would 
read: ‘Mr. Darcy Lands on Mars.’ "  

Still, there was something in what Firth was doing that 
explained what Austen was doing, says Lisa Hopkins, 
professor of English at Sheffield Hallam University in 
Sheffield, England.  

"A large part of Darcy’s appeal is that he often does not 
say very much," Hopkins says, "and this draws us in to 
engage with him by guessing at what he might be 
thinking. Colin Firth said he acted Darcy by thinking of all 
the things the character might want to say or do and 
then not doing any of them, and that seems to me spot 
on."  

• Reason No. 3: We like our brains.  

Lisa Zunshine, an associate professor of English at the 
University of Kentucky and author of Why We Read 
Fiction, has studied, along with others, ideational 
approaches to literature and culture.  
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What they’ve discovered is this: We are constantly trying 
to perfect our ability to "mindread" or, rather, "to explain 
other people’s behavior in terms of their thoughts, 
feelings, beliefs and desires."  

In some regards, our minds don’t distinguish between 
real and fictional people, Zunshine says — which is 
where Mr. Darcy comes in.  

Because the reader never actually knows what he is 
thinking, she must infer it from his actions, Elizabeth’s 
actions, their interplay, the actions of others, the 
misinterpretations of others, the evidence of their 
actions, the evidence of their actions to the contrary.  

"In Jane Austen," says Zunshine, a huge Darcy fan, "the 
minds of men are kept closed to us."  

The upshot: Our brains are humming, investing Darcy 
with attributes, then readjusting those conclusions 
constantly in light of new information — the perfect 
puzzle.  

• Reason No. 4: It’s the "Mister."  

As with all other fictional characters, Mr. Darcy always 
brushes his teeth and never leaves his underwear on the 
bathroom floor.  

Still, Austen has one-upped almost all other male 
fictional characters by constantly referring to the man as 
Mr., although he has a first name: a very pleasing 
Fitzwilliam.  

Nevertheless, maybe part of the allure is that we never 
get so familiar with Mr. Darcy that we call the man 
anything but.  

And he, in turn, will never call us "Sugar Tush." 

--The Columbus Dispatch, March 1, 2007 

�

�
 
 
Real Austen Awesome, But Not 
Appreciated 
 
(Note: Emily Auerbach spoke at both the 2005 and 2006 
AGM’s) 
 
You might think that the Jane Austen boom of the past 
decade - the one that brought Oscar-winning Hollywood 
movies, TV specials and even a best seller called The 
Jane Austen Book Club - has helped the public to 
appreciate Austen. 
 

But you'd be wrong, says Emily Auerbach, a professor of 
English at the University of Wisconsin-Madison who 
teaches and researches Austen and who has just 
published Searching for Jane Austen (UW Press, $35). 
Auerbach - who also teaches courses on Charles 
Dickens, the Bronte sisters and George Eliot - recently 
spoke to “The Capital Times” about her book: 
 
Why has there been a Jane Austen boom? 
 
I think Jane Austen has always been popular, just like 
Shakespeare. The same way you can adapt "Romeo 
and Juliet" into "West Side Story," Jane Austen's 
characters lend themselves to endless adaptations 
because of the truth of the characterization. She has a 
way of looking at human nature without illusion. She 
sees truth through pretense, as Mark Twain did. In fact, 
my book reprints an essay by Twain in which he started 
out to disparage her and ended up admiring her. I see 
this whole trend of men who want to put down Jane 
Austen as prim and proper. But both Twain and Austen 
hated hypocrisy and hated the class system. She 
remains very contemporary. You can see Austen 
characters everywhere you go. Because she understood 
the subtleties, vanities and pretenses of human nature, 
you can find someone you know on every page of an 
Austen novel. Another reason she may be increasingly 
popular is because she was the first woman novelist to 
make it into that first circle of great writers. She came up 
with heroines who were vastly different than anyone who 
came before them. 
 
Is her language important? 
 
Yes, she's the master of irony and of capturing a 
character in just a few words. Miss Bates in Emma is 
described as "a great talker on little matters." Virginia 
Woolf said Austen was able to skewer a character in just 
a few words.  
 
What do you mean by "finding" Austen? 
 
Even though she is everywhere, she is hard to find in 
terms of the real novelist. We get a lot of movie 
adaptations and TV shows and kitsch. We get an image 
that often does an injustice to the real novelist. I'm afraid 
that Austen movies have made the problem worse in 
that many of them are so-called "chick flicks." They take 
the romance, but do away with the biting social satire 
and the wit. She was much more politically aware than 
people give her credit for. So you end up instead with 
these period pieces with women in long flowing gowns. It 
robs Austen of her depth and sparkle. When she died at 
41, her relatives were uncomfortable with the fact that 
she was biting and sarcastic. So they tried right away to 
soften her and make her into a sweet maiden aunt. If 
you see the parts of her letters they cut out, they are 
lines about making money or about politics, so that she 
would seem not very intellectual and not very interested 
in her craft. That process of distorting and censoring 
Austen continues until today. In my opinion, only now  
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are we really getting to know the real Jane Austen, but it 
is hard to undo an image. I want to restore the edge, and 
the full dignity, to Austen. 
 
Has Austen been treated in a sexist way? 
 
Yes. My book includes a collection of putdown quotes 
from the 20th century that are very dismissive of her. 
The assumption is that if it is a male writer writing about 
a battlefield or the sea, then it must be great literature. 
But if it is a woman writing about what takes place in a 
drawing room, it must be trivial. But there's as much 
truth in a conversation about two sisters talking about 
marriage as there is about men on the sea talking about 
a white whale. 
 
Is she still being treated in a sexist way? 
 
Yes. Some people refer to her as "Jane," but they would 
never called Twain "Mark." For the book, I interviewed 
Dave Barry and Andy Rooney, and they both dismissed 
her and made fun of her. I think it's become macho to 
put down Jane Austen. In a play by Howard Fast, she 
wishes she hadn't wasted her time writing, but had fallen 
in love. 
  
It really is misogyny at its worst. In literature, Emily 
Dickinson is a parallel. In images of her, they added 
ruffles and ringlets to make her look more feminine, just 
like they did with Austen. The physical image you see is 
not the real one. For Austen, they also added a cross 
around her neck and made her waist smaller. Most of 
the images you get today are distorted. They added 
more frills and made her look more ditzy. You would 
think feminist criticism would have helped, but obviously 
it hasn't. Very few male students take Austen, and those 
who do always have this attitude. Some of the women 
take it because of Colin Firth. It's too bad Jane Austen 
didn't get to see all of this. She would have had a blast 
ridiculing it. 
 
Is your book meant for scholars, or is it accessible to the 
general public? 
 
Most of the teaching I do is in the department of 
continuing studies. That means my job is to extend 
literature outside the boundaries of the classroom. I 
most often teach in libraries and retirement centers and 
on the radio as well as through the mail and online. I 
have the world's best job. I love it. In the book I make fun 
of a lot of things, including academics who write these 
convoluted and contorted articles about Austen and her 
work. She would have had fun making fun of that. 
They're just showing off; they're not saying anything. I 
personally don't like academic studies or criticism that 
obscures a work of literature rather than draws you 
closer to it. The author, and not the critic, is the joy of 
studying literature. 
 
Are there film adaptations you approve of? 

 
I can like the movies as movies. But are they Austen? 
That's a different question. I think the BBC does the best 
job in general in staying true to the text. But the 1940 
film of "Pride and Prejudice" with Greer Garson and 
Laurence Olivier did a lot of damage. In some ways, 
through her irony, Austen is a character in her own 
books. But it's very difficult to get that irony in a movie. 
You end instead looking at the plot. 
 
So what do you recommend? 
 
I would like my readers to read the books without any 
notion of Austen as this little trivial female novelist, but 
instead just as a great writer - the same way you want to 
read Hawthorne or Melville. You wouldn't worry if they 
were married or had a broken heart when they wrote. 
You would just read the books as great literature. 
 
Do you have a favorite Jane Austen novel? 
 
I don't even have a favorite color. None of her six novels 
is a dud. Most writers have a few classics and then 
some that are not classics, but not her. I think Pride and 
Prejudice has the most sparkle and is a good place to 
start. But I can make a good case for the value of all six. 
 
Do your students have a favorite novel? 
 
The younger ones tend to like Pride and Prejudice. My 
older students and retired students like Persuasion 
which is about an older heroine having a second 
chance. Many people who are writers like Emma, a 
bossy woman who should have been a writer. Twain 
liked Sense and Sensibility and lifted a scene from it and 
put it into Huckleberry Finn. 
 
What do you like most about Austen? 
 
What's so inspiring to me is her wit, which is both funny 
and educational. I learn a lot from her books. It sounds 
corny, but I learn a lot about being a better human being. 
Every time I read Pride and Prejudice, and I've read it 
more than 20 times, there's always something new. 
Sometimes it's easy to forget about how much pressure 
there was when she was living for a woman NOT to be a 
writer. For her to become an accomplished writer when 
there were no colleges open to women is really inspiring. 
 
You searched for the real Jane Austen in your book. Did 
you find her? 
 
I've come closer, but she remains out of reach. It feels to 
me as if she is always playing hide-and-seek with the 
reader. You get glimpses of her and then she 
disappears. 
 
Jacob Stockinger, The Capital Times 
Wednesday, December 8, 2004 
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JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY OF PUGET SOUND 
CORRECTED 2007 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
February 11th 
Program:  Judith Fiedler & Friends “Mrs. Knightley Pays a Call”  
Location:  Caroline Kine, Renton 
Food Hosts: 1. Carolyn Kine     2. Marion LaBeck 
Tea Hosts:   1. Jeanne Tackitt    2. Julie Arnold 
  
April 15th  
Program:  Margaret Phillips: “Trims & Tassels Tell Tantalizing Tal es”   
Location:  Home of Carolee-Ralph Jones 
Food Hosts: 1. Debbie Johnson          2. Shirley Small 
Tea Hosts:   1. Susan Pasco                2. Mary Hafner-Laney 

  
June 10th 
Program:  Jim Nagle: “The Legal Chambers Exposed” 
Location:  Judith Fiedler 1250  NW 126th  Seattle 
Food Hosts: 1. Kit Bakke                2. Gail Purcell  
Tea Hosts:   1. Jeanne Tackitt         2. Jim Nagle 

  
August 12th 
Program:  Kimberly Brangwin “Crime in a Small English Town”  
Location:  Loveday Conquest, Montlake-Seattle 
Food Hosts: 1. Julie Arnold                 2. Charlene Kern 
Tea Hosts:   1. Celia Clarke                 2. Maureen Kremers 
  
October 14th 
Program:  Elaine Weeks & Aimee Nelson: “Jane at Covent Garden:  the mystery of Artarxerxes 
solved.” 
Location:  Nichelle Hilton, Madrona-Seattle 
Food Hosts: 1. Carolyn Kine                   2.  Catherine Crossman 
Tea Hosts:   1. Nichelle Hilton                 2.  Maureen Kremers 
  
December 9th 
Program:  Christmas Birthday Tea 
Location:   ____________________ 
Food Hosts:  Everyone 
Tea Hosts:  1. Janet Worley     2. __________________ 
 
 


